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https://balkaninsight.com/2023/03/21/concerns-raised-over-eu-funded-migrant-detention-centre-in-bosnia/ 

https://www.rferl.org/a/international-envoy-bosnia-constitution/32383164.html 
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https://www.rferl.org/a/bosnia-eu-security-dodik/32380378.html

1. Ongoing heightened tensions between the entities Bosnia and Republika Srpska (RS) have
resulted in a situation, where the RS assembly has called on an ethnic Serbian Constitutional
Court judge to leave his post at the end of April. (1)

2. The high representative of the international community in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Christian
Schmidt, has imposed changes to the country’s constitution and the criminal laws of Bosnia’s
entities to facilitate the formation of the new regional government and to prevent election fraud.
These amendments shall be implemented within a year unless a version created by Bosnia itself
will pass. (2)

3. Republika Srpska's President, Milorad Dodik, again threatened to secede the Republika Srpska
entity from Bosnia. The escalating rhetoric against Sarajevo calls for the independence of the Serb
entity. To what extent this threat is realistic, however, is questionable. (3)

4. The European Union's military mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina "EUFOR's Althea is closely
monitoring a situation around the escalated political tension. (4)
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https://www.rferl.org/a/montenegro-chinese-highway-debt-controversy/32380787.html

1. Official results, released on 06. 04. 2023, confirmed a defeat for Montenegro’s long-time leader

Milo Djukanovic. Economic expert Jakov Milatovic won the presidential runoff with around 59% of

the votes. (1)

2. Despite the bad experience, Montenegro is proceeding with the new highway project in

cooperation with China. The announcement of the cooperation was made in March 2023, but

further details have been presented in April 2023. (2)
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1. The Serbian Museum of Genocide Victims claims to have discovered a list of 5,8000 children

rescued from Croatian concentration camps during World War II. The list is believed to date back

to 1942. (1)

2. Leaked US documents show that Serbia agreed to import weapons to Ukraine. However, Serbian

Defence Minister Milos Vucevic has denied this claim. “We have denied those falsehoods more

than ten times and here we are, we will do it again. Serbia has not, nor will it, sell weapons to the

Ukrainian or Russian side, nor to the countries surrounding that conflict." (2)

3. Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic and Hungarian President Viktor Orban attended a Serbian

military parade on 22. 04. 2023. The two expressed mutual respect and friendship with Vucic

saying the relationship is the best in history. (3)

4. The European Union is considering placing sanctions on Russian state-controlled media, Russia

Today (RT) Balkans, which broadcasts programs in the Serbian language, diplomatic sources told

RFE/RL on April 2023. (4)
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1. The trial of the former President of Kosovo, Hashim Thaci, has begun. Thaci faces 10 charges for
allegedly targeting those perceived as enemies of the Kosovo Liberation Army (UCK) during the
conflict known as the Kosovo War. (1)

2. The European Union passed visa-free travel with Kosovo. Visa-free travel for Kosovar passport
holders will become a reality on 01. 01. 2024. Passport holders from Kosovo will be allowed to
travel to the EU without a visa for a maximum of 90 days in any 180 days period. (2)

3. On 24. 04. 2023 Kosovo passed the first formal stage of joining the Strasbourg-based
international human rights body, the Council of Europe, with the votes of two-thirds of member
states. (3)

4. The boycott of the elections by the Serb minority that took place in Kosovo represents a
harmful element for a possible solution to the situation around Kosovo. According to the EU, the
path to reconciliation is not possible without a Serb minority in the administration. (4)
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https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/north-macedonia-bans-albanian-imam-from-entering-country/

1. Members of the youth branch of the Greek far-right group Golden Down, Golden Down Youths,
stormed an exhibition by North Macedonian artist Sergei Andreevski in Thessaloniki. They verbally
attacked the artist and shut down the exhibition for security reasons. The attack had a nationalist
overtone. (1)

2. The European Union’s border protection agency Frontex began its official deployment in North
Macedonia extending its operations outside of the bloc to a fifth country. Around 100 officers will
take part in the operation to guard the border with Greece. The aim is to prevent traffickers,
smugglers and criminals from trying to escape the rule of law. (2)

3.  The imam of a mosque in the Albanian capital of Tirana, Ahmed Kalaja, has been banned from
entering North Macedonia. The move provoked a stormy reaction. According to him, border police
prohibited his entry because he “poses a risk to public order, national security, public health or
international relations of the Republic of North Macedonia.” (3)
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1. April was characterised by the election campaigning ahead of the elections which will take place
on 14. 05. 2023. Albanians will vote for 61 mayors and 3,200 councillors. One of the most striking
points of the campaign was the blackmailing of voters by the Prime Minister himself. (1)

2. One thousand irregular migrants have already been returned to Albanian territory from the UK
under the terms of the migration agreement from December 2022. This is the result of an active
cooperation between the two countries.

3. The World Tourism Organisation makes its first official visit to Albania. Zurab Pololikashvili,
Director General of the organisation, was in attendance and was accompanied by the Prime
Minister of Albania.
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